Madry Journal of Experimental Orthopaedics
https://doi.org/10.1186/540634-023-00658-0

(2023) 10:95

EDITORIAL NOTE

Shaping experimental orthopaedics

Henning Madry'”

The library will endure; it is the universe. As for us, eve-
rything has not been written; we are not turning into
phantoms. We walk the corridors, searching the shelves
and rearranging them, looking for lines of meaning amid
leagues of cacophony and incoherence, reading the history
of the past and our future, collecting our thoughts and col-
lecting the thoughts of others, and every so often glimps-
ing mirrors, in which we may recognize creatures of the
information.

The Library of Babel
Jorge Luis Borges (1899—1986)

Nearly 10 years ago, the Journal of Experimental Ortho-
paedics was launched by the European Society of Sports
Traumatology, Knee Surgery & Arthroscopy (ESSKA).
The vision behind its establishment was to create an open
access journal that complemented the esteemed Knee
Surgery, Sports Traumatology, Arthroscopy (KSSTA)
journal with a journal focusing on basic orthopaedic
research while maintaining a strong surgical background
[13]. The structure of open access was selected to increase
the visibility and impact of the published research, and
more and more institutions have agreed to provide fun-
damental financing for such a publishing model. Yet, this
also raised the theoretical question whether any kind of
submission would be accepted for publication, just to
earn money, as it is the case for the so-called predatory
journals. Therefore, my vision as Founding Editor-in-
Chief of the Journal of Experimental Orthopaedics was to
establish a journal solely focusing on scientific excellence,
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while also helping our orthopaedic community to publish
their work based on quality, trustworthiness and merit,
by generating a rigorous yet objective peer review pro-
cess. The strong affiliation of the journal to the influen-
tial ESSKA, reflecting the high values of this exceptional
community of orthopaedic surgeons, clinicians and sci-
entists in Europe and worldwide provided a strong tail-
wind supporting the Journal.

Already in the past 10 years since its launch, the Jour-
nal of Experimental Orthopaedics has influenced the tra-
jectory and shape of the global landscape of orthopaedic
research. Since the publication of its first article, 638 arti-
cles have been published, attesting to its impact. Part of
this success is that the Journal has been supported and
enriched by highly commendable initiatives of the many
committees and groups within and outside of ESSKA.
Good examples are the work of the ESSKA Basic Sci-
ence Committee on tendinopathy [1, 2], the ESSKA
Paediatric Anterior Cruciate Ligament (ACL) Initiative
registry [16], addressing ACL reconstruction with open
growth plates [18], recommendations from a Society for
Orthopaedic-Traumatological Sports Medicine (GOTS)
expert meeting on treatment of muscle injuries [10], and
the ESSKA guidelines for resuming elective surgery after
the COVID-19 pandemic [15]. With such remarkable
publications, the Journal not only provides a vehicle for
publication and dissemination, but also stimulates col-
laborations within our community.

The vast range of themes covered ranges from basic
science topics like aggrecan, the major proteoglycan in
the articular cartilage [17], biomaterials for osteochon-
dral regeneration [12] to the kinematics of a medial
meniscus replacement [19]. Without doubt, evolution
of a journal involves changes. Over the past years, clini-
cal related topics gained more place, such as technical
notes [9], case reports [14], case series [5, 8], clinical
trials [6], and many state-of-the-art clinical or review
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papers like on ACL reconstruction [3, 4, 20] or the
highly accessed guide on management of an infected
total knee replacement [21]. Another noteworthy exam-
ple of the broad scope of the Journal is the fine publi-
cation on “Tips and tricks for building a good paper’,
written by the Editors of the three most prestigious
clinical journals in our field [11]. These achievements
and hard work of all persons involved culminated in the
first-ever journal impact factor of 1.8 that the Journal of
Experimental Orthopaedics just recently received.

What lies ahead? Artificial intelligence is a potentially
powerful tool but likewise a debated topic in the aca-
demic and publishing community [7]. In his fictional
short story masterpiece containing the above quote,
the Argentine author Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986)
envisioned a library containing a universe of books
whose contents are randomly constituted, solely based
on all possible combinations of 22 letters, the period,
the comma, and space. Of course, the books of Borges’
library must also contain certain true meanings, while
artificial intelligence combs through the huge amounts
of already available writings, arranging the text with
elaborate algorithms. It is thus intriguing to contem-
plate whether such artificial intelligence may replace
the creativity, discernment and sharpness of the human
mind. What would happen if artificial intelligence gen-
erates scientific papers, or parts thereof like an Intro-
duction or Discussion, or even an entire Narrative
Review? We need to find answers and provide guid-
ance, most importantly to guarantee that “VERITAS’,
the truth, remains the ultimate goal of all science con-
ducted and published.

I am convinced that the Journal of Experimental
Orthopaedics will continue to represent a trustwor-
thy and indispensable resource for our community of
orthopaedic researchers and clinicians, providing a
basis for the high-quality care of the patients that we
wish to serve with our work.

Sincerely,

Henning Madry

Founding Editor-in-Chief

Journal of Experimental Orthopaedics

Acknowledgements
None

Authors’ contributions

HM: Conception and design of the work. Drafting the work and revising it
critically for important intellectual content. Final approval of the version to be
published. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensur-
ing that questions related to the accuracy.

Funding
No funding source.

Page 2 of 3

Availability of data and materials
Not applicable.

Declarations

Ethics approval and consent to participate
Not applicable.

Consent for publication
Not applicable.

Competing interests
No competing interests.

Received: 14 August 2023 Accepted: 11 September 2023
Published online: 24 September 2023

References

1. Abat F, Alfredson H, Cucchiarini M et al (2017) Current trends in tendinop-
athy: consensus of the ESSKA basic science committee. Part I: biology,
biomechanics, anatomy and an exercise-based approach. J Exp Orthop
4:18

2. Abat F, Alfredson H, Cucchiarini M et al (2018) Current trends in tendinop-
athy: consensus of the ESSKA basic science committee. Part II: treatment
options. J Exp Orthop 5:38

3. Andra K, Kayaalp E, Prill R et al (2021) Joint effusion, anteroposterior
stability, muscle strength and degree of patellofemoral osteoarthritis
significantly impact outcome following revision ACL reconstruction. J Exp
Orthop 8:70

4. Costa GG, Perelli S, Grassi A et al (2022) Minimizing the risk of graft failure
after anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction in athletes. A narrative
review of the current evidence. J Exp Orthop 9:26

5. Erquicia J, Gelber PE, Perelli S et al (2019) Biplane opening wedge high
tibial osteotomy with a distal tuberosity osteotomy, radiological and clini-
cal analysis with minimum follow-up of 2 years. J Exp Orthop 6:10

6. Fakhro MA, Alameen F, Fayad R (2022) Comparison of total cold-water
immersion’s effects to ice massage on recovery from exercise-induced
muscle damage. J Exp Orthop 9:59

7. Fayed AM, Mansur NSB, De Carvalho KA et al (2023) Artificial intelligence
and ChatGPT in Orthopaedics and sports medicine. J Exp Orthop 10:74

8. Gobbi A, Lane JG, Morales M et al (2022) Articular cartilage delamination
at eight years following cellular-based repair procedures: a case reports. J
Exp Orthop 9:90

9. Hasan BZ, Mesregah MK (2023) A technical note on autologous iliac crest
bone grafting for restoration of the distal tibial articular surface. J Exp
Orthop 10:50

10. Hotfiel T, Seil R, Bily W et al (2018) Nonoperative treatment of muscle
injuries - recommendations from the GOTS expert meeting. J Exp Orthop
524

11. Karlsson J, Reider B, Wojtys EM et al (2020) Tips and tricks for building a
good paper: what editors want. J Exp Orthop 7:57

12. Kon E, Filardo G, Perdisa F et al (2014) Clinical results of multilayered
biomaterials for osteochondral regeneration. J Exp Orthop 1:10

13. Madry H (2014) Translating orthopaedic basic science into clinical rel-
evance. J Exp Orthop 1:5

14. Mariotti F, Caravelli S, Mosca M et al (2020) Achilles tendon reconstruction
with peroneus tendon transfer following epithelioid sarcoma resection: a
rare case report at 5 years follow-up. J Exp Orthop 7:16

15. Mouton C, Hirschmann MT, Ollivier M et al (2020) COVID-19 - ESSKA
guidelines and recommendations for resuming elective surgery. J Exp
Orthop 7:28

16. Mouton C, Moksnes H, Janssen R et al (2021) Preliminary experience of an
international orthopaedic registry: the ESSKA Paediatric Anterior Cruciate
Ligament Initiative (PAMI) registry. J Exp Orthop 8:45

17. Roughley PJ, Mort JS (2014) The role of aggrecan in normal and osteoar-
thritic cartilage. J Exp Orthop 1:8



Madry Journal of Experimental Orthopaedics

20.

21

(2023) 10:95

Seil R, Weitz FK, Pape D (2015) Surgical-experimental principles of anterior
cruciate ligament (ACL) reconstruction with open growth plates. J Exp
Orthop 2:11

Sukopp M, Shemesh M, Pruech E et al (2023) Free-floating medial
meniscus implant kinematics do not change after simulation of medial
open-wedge high tibial osteotomy and notchplasty. J Exp Orthop 10:13
Takahashi T, Watanabe S, Hino M et al (2023) Excellent short-term results
of dome-shaped high tibial osteotomy combined with all-inside anterior
cruciate ligament reconstruction. J Exp Orthop 10:69

Zahar A, Sarungi M (2021) Diagnosis and management of the infected
total knee replacement: a practical surgical guide. J Exp Orthop 8:14

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in pub-
lished maps and institutional affiliations.

Page 3 of 3

Submit your manuscript to a SpringerOpen®
journal and benefit from:

» Convenient online submission

» Rigorous peer review

» Open access: articles freely available online
» High visibility within the field

» Retaining the copyright to your article

Submit your next manuscript at » springeropen.com




	Shaping experimental orthopaedics
	Acknowledgements
	References


